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PULPWOOD  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  TO  RISE 
FOR  FOURTH  YEAR 

IJULPWOOD  production  in  the  Northeast  continued  to  climb 
in  1966  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year.  Total  production 
of  all  forms  of  pulpwood  (table  1) — roundwood,  pulp  wood 
chips,  and  miscellaneous  wood-industry  byproducts — amounted 
to  5,737,700  cords  in  the  14  Northeastern  States.1  This  total  rep- 
resents a  gain  of  604,900  cords  or  12  percent  over  the  1965  total 
of  5,122,800  cords.  Since  1963,  when  this  annual  survey  of  pulp- 
wood  production  in  the  Northeast  was  begun,  total  pulpwood 
production  in  the  14  states  has  risen  by  1,158,700  cords  or  nearly 
25  percent  (fig.  1). 


1  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont  and 
West  Virginia. 
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Figure  1.— Total  pulp- 
wood production  in  the 
14  states  of  the  North- 
east, 1963-66. 
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Northeastern  woodpulp  mills  received  a  total  of  6,070,700 
cords  of  all  forms  of  pulpwood  in  1966  (table  2),  while  5,737,700 
cords  of  all  forms  of  pulpwood  were  produced  in  the  region.  Thus 
the  region  produced  a  quantity  of  pulpwood  equivalent  to  nearly 
95  percent  of  the  total  pulpwood  received  by  mills  in  the  North- 
east. This  means  that  the  Northeast  received  slightly  more  than 
5  percent  more  pulpwood  in  1966  than  was  produced  in  the 
region. 


ROUND  PULPWOOD 

The  production  of  round  pulpwood  rose  569,100  cords  from 

1965,  to  total  5,159,600  cords  in  1966.  This  represents  a  gain  of 
12  percent  over  the  1965  total  of  4,590,500.  Also,  1966  is  the 
first  year  of  record  when  round  pulpwood  production  in  the 
Northeast  exceeded  5  million  cords. 

Northeastern  woodpulp  mills  received  a  total  of  5,488,800 
cords  of  roundwood  (table  4)  in  1966.  Thus,  as  in  1965,  the 
amount  of  roundwood  produced  in  the  Northeast  amounted  to 
94  percent  of  the  total  roundwood  receipts. 

Ohio  Ups  Roundwood  Output 
Nearly  24  Percent 

Ohio  showed  the  greatest  percentage  increase  in  roundwood 
production  of  all  the  Northeastern  States.  In  1966  Ohio  pro- 
duced 336,700  cords  of  roundwood — 64,200  cords  or  24  percent 
more  than  in  1965.  Thus  Ohio  moved  from  the  fifth  largest 
producer  in  1965  to  the  fourth  largest  in  1966,  exchanging  places 
with  West  Virginia. 

Pennsylvania,  which  produced  627,600  cords  of  roundwood  in 

1966,  ranked  second  in  percent  gained,  an  increase  of  19  percent 
above  its  1965  production.  New  York  increased  its  production 
by  18  percent  to  produce  439,000  cords  in  1966  and  rank  third 
in  percent  gained.  Although  Maine,  the  region's  largest  pulp- 
wood producer,  harvested  350,200  cords  more  in  1966  than  in 
1965,  its  total  production  (2,767,600  cords)  was  only  14.5 
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percent  higher  than  in  1965  and  the  state  ranked  fourth  in 
percent  gained. 

Several  states  showed  declines  in  production.  However,  most 
of  these  states  are  not  major  pulpwood  producers.  Rhode  Island 
dropped  52  percent  from  1965,  Connecticut  34  percent,  and 
Kentucky  3  percent. 

Delaware  Shows  68  Percent 
Increase  Since  1963 

Between  1963  and  1966,  Delaware  showed  the  largest  percent- 
age increase  in  round  pulpwood  production  of  all  14  states.  In 
1963  Delaware  produced  26,400  cords  and  in  1966  it  produced 
44,300  cords.  This  1966  total  represents  a  68-percent  gain  since 
1963.  By  comparison,  Ohio  showed  a  42-percent  gain  and  Maine 
a  29-percent  gain  over  their  1963  totals. 

Softwood  Percentage 
Drops  2  Percent 

Softwoods  accounted  for  54  percent  of  the  round  pulpwood 
cut  in  the  Northeast  in  1966,  down  from  56  percent  in  1965.  All 
states  except  Delaware,  Maine,  and  Vermont  produced  less  soft- 
wood in  1966  than  in  1965. 

Both  spruce  and  fir,  and  hemlock  and  tamarack,  were  up  from 
1965;  but  pine  was  down  nearly  7  thousand  cords.  Spruce  and  fir 
accounted  for  71  percent  of  the  softwood,  hemlock  and  tamarack 
10  percent,  and  pine  19  percent.  In  1965  these  percentages  were 
71,9,  and  20,  respectively. 

All  states  except  five — Connecticut,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  West  Virginia — showed  significant  increases 
in  hardwood  production.  Of  the  hardwood  species  groups,  aspen 
and  yellow-poplar  accounted  for  4  percent  as  in  1965.  The  oak 
and  hickory  group  gained  2  percentage  points — from  26  percent 
in  1965  to  28  percent  in  1966.  The  other-hardwood  group 
dropped  from  70  percent  of  all  hardwoods  in  1965  to  68  percent 
in  1966.  The  other-hardwood  group  includes  all  hardwood  species 
found  in  the  Northeast  other  than  the  oaks,  hickories,  aspens, 
and  yellow-poplar. 
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Hound  Pulpwood  Production 
In  Eighteen  Counties  Exceeds 
50  Thousand  Cord  Mark 

Eighteen  counties  in  five  Northeastern  States  produced  more 
than  50  thousand  cords  of  round  pulpwood  each.  Eleven  counties 
were  in  Maine,  three  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  New  York,  and  one 
each  in  Maryland  and  New  Hampshire.  Sixteen  of  these  counties 
— those  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland — 
produced  more  than  50  thousand  cords  in  1965  as  well  as  in  1966. 
St.  Lawrence  and  Essex  Counties  in  New  York  returned  to  the 
list  of  top  producers  after  a  short  absence.  St.  Lawrence  County 
exceeded  the  50-thousand-cord  mark  in  1963  but  failed  to  do  so 
in  1964  and  1965.  Essex  County  made  the  list  of  top  counties  in 
1964  with  56,400  cords,  but  fell  short  in  1965.  Thus  none  of  these 
18  counties  is  new  to  the  list  of  over- 50-thousand-cord  counties. 

These  18  counties  produced  a  total  of  3,143,000  cords  of  round 
pulpwood  or  61  percent  of  the  region's  total.  But  these  counties 
account  for  only  about  21  percent  of  the  region's  commercial 
forest  land.2  Thus  about  21  percent  of  the  commercial  forest  land 
provided  61  percent  of  the  round  pulpwood  cut  in  1966. 

The  top  counties  in  order  of  highest  production  are: 


Thousand 

Thousand 

County  and  state 

cords 

Count)  and  state 

cords 

1. 

Aroostock,  Maine 

576.1 

10. 

Clearfield,  Pa. 

78.5 

2. 

Somerset,  Maine 

483.2 

11. 

Kennebec,  Maine 

74.0 

3. 

Penobscot,  Maine 

391.1 

12. 

Hancock,  Maine 

72.2 

4. 

Piscataquis,  Maine 

324.5 

13. 

Huntingdon,  Pa. 

61.2 

5. 

Washington,  Maine 

226.4 

14. 

Bedford,  Pa. 

56.0 

6. 

Oxford,  Maine 

196.5 

15. 

St.  Lawrence,  N.  Y. 

53.8 

7. 

Coos,  N.  H. 

184.4 

16. 

Garrett,  Md. 

53.3 

8. 

Franklin,  Maine 

127.2 

17.  Cumberland,  Maine 

52.8 

9. 

Waldo,  Maine 

81.1 

18. 

Essex,  N.  Y. 

50.7 

3,143.0 

2  Commercial  forest  land  is  defined  as  forest  land  that  is  producing  or  is  capable 
of  producing  timber  crops  and  that  is  not  withdrawn  from  timber  utilization  by 
statute  or  administrative  regulation. 
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INTENSITY  OF 
ROUND  PULPWOOD 
HARVEST  OF  1966 

By  comparing  the  round  pulpwood  harvest  by  counties  (fig.  2) 
and  the  harvest  per  thousand  acres  of  commercial  forest  land  by 
counties  (fig.  3)  we  can  see  that  some  counties  that  produced 
large  volumes  of  wood  had  a  relatively  light  cutting  intensity 
and  vice  versa.  For  instance,  Hancock  County  in  Maine  produced 
over  50,000  cords  (fig.  2),  yet  Hancock  County  produces  between 
50  and  100  cords  per  1,000  acres  of  commercial  forest  land  (fig. 
3).  The  reverse  of  this  situation  is  seen  in  McCracken  County, 
Kentucky.  McCracken  County  produces  50  to  5,000  cords,  yet 
produces  100  to  150  cords  per  thousand  acres  of  commercial 
forest  land.  From  this,  we  can  see  that  the  total  production  of 
pulpwood  in  a  county  is  not  necessarily  an  indication  of  the 
intensity  of  the  pulpwood  harvest  in  the  county. 

Figure  3  indicates  the  volume  of  round  pulpwood  cut  per 
1,000  acres  of  commercial  forest  land;  it  does  not  indicate 
whether  or  not  a  particular  county's  cutting  intensity  is  too  high 
or  if  the  county's  forests  are  or  are  not  being  overcut.  The  cut 
for  pulpwood  is  only  one  of  several  factors  that  must  be  con- 
sidered and  analyzed  in  detail  before  one  could  reasonably 
conclude  that  any  area  is  or  is  not  being  overcut.  Among  these 
other  factors  are:  the  average  annual  timber  cut  for  all  forest 
products,  the  average  annual  growth  rate  of  the  timber,  the 
proportion  of  land  classed  as  commercial  forest  land  that  is 
actually  available  for  timber  cutting  (Will  the  owner  cut  timber 
at  present  prices?),  the  species  composition  of  the  forest,  the 
level  of  stocking  (Does  stocking  need  to  be  increased  or  de- 
creased?), and  many  more.  Thus,  to  accurately  determine  whether 
or  not  an  area  is  being  cut  too  intensively  would  entail  consider- 
able study. 
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UPWARD  TREND 
IN  WOOD  CHIP 
PRODUCTION  SLOWS 

The  production  of  pulpwood  chips,  which  are  produced  pri- 
marily from  sawmill  slabs  and  edgings,  gained  only  7  percent 
over  last  year.  By  comparison,  pulpwood  chip  production  in  1965 
was  about  one-fourth  greater  than  in  1964.  In  1966  the  Northeast 
produced  the  equivalent  of  557,700  cords  of  wood  chips,  com- 
pared with  522,000  cords  in  1965.  Softwood  chip  production  in 
the  region  declined  slightly — 4  percent,  while  hardwood  chip 
production  rose  14  percent  from  the  1965  totals. 

Of  the  11  states  that  produced  pulpwood  chips  in  1966,  six 
showed  increases  over  their  1965  production  and  five  showed 
declines.  The  largest  increase  occurred  in  Kentucky  where  wood 
chip  production  rose  from  9,800  cords  in  1965  to  27,400  in  1966 — 
a  gain  of  180  percent.  Pennsylvania  replaced  West  Virginia  as 
the  second  largest  chip  producer  by  raising  its  total  output  by 
18,400  cords  to  83,100 — a  gain  of  28  percent.  West  Virginia's 
production  dropped  17  percent — 16,000  cords  from  1965.  Ver- 
mont showed  the  largest  decline  in  production:  here  production 
dropped  51  percent — 18,400  cords — from  the  1965  total  to 
17,600  cords  in  1966. 

USE  OF  OTHER  BYPRODUCTS 
UP  SHARPLY  FROM  1965 

The  use  of  other  wood-industry  byproducts  totaled  20,400 
cords  in  1966  compared  to  10,300  cords  in  1965. 

Most  of  this  increase  took  place  in  Maine  and  New  York. 
Maine  produced  14,900  cords  in  1966  compared  with  5,100  cords 
in  1965.  New  York,  which  produced  only  700  cords  in  1965, 
produced  3,000  in  1966. 
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Table  1.  — Total  production  of  all  forms  of  pulpwood  in  the 
Northeast,  by  state,  1966 

(In  thousand  rough  cords1) 


State 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

roundwood 

chips 

all  other 

all  forms 

Connecticut 

8.4 

8.4 

Delaware 

44.3 

44.3 

Kentucky 

86.6 

27.4 

114.0 

Maine 

2,767.6 

148.5 

14.9 

2,931.0 

Maryland 

153.1 

46.9 

200.0 

Massachusetts 

11.0 

5.7 

16.7 

New  Hampshire 

223.2 

61.7 

284.9 

New  Jersey 

Ax  «; 
43.5 

.3 

■x 

.3 

AA  1 
44. 1 

New  York 

439.0 

51.3 

3.0 

493.3 

Ohio 

336.7 

38.8 

375.5 

Pennsylvania 

627.6 

83.1 

.7 

711.4 

Rhode  Island 

2.7 

2.7 

Vermont 

126.0 

17.6 

1.5 

145.1 

West  Virginia 

289.9 

76.4 

366.3 

Total 

5,159.6 

557.7 

20.4 

5,737.7 

1  128  cubic  feet  of  wood,  bark,  and  airspace. 
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Table  2.  — Total  production  and  receipts  of  all  forms  of  pulpwood 
in  the  Northeast,  by  state,  and  total  production  as  a  percent  of  total 
receipts,  1966 


State 

Total  production 
of  all  forms 
of  pulpwood 

Total  receipts 
of  all  forms 
of  pulpwood 

Total  production 

as  a  percent 
of  total  receipts 

Thousand 

ough  cords 

Percent 

Connecticut 

8.4 

(D) 

Delaware 

44.3 

Kentucky 

114.0 

Maine 

2,931.0 

3,105.4 

94 

Maryland 

200.0 

(D) 

Massachusetts 

16.7 

(D) 

(D) 

New  Hampshire 

284.9 

415.1 

69 

New  Jersey 

AA  1 

OU.  1 

7  X 

10 

New  York 

493.3 

748.5 

66 

Ohio 

375.5 

482.8 

78 

Pennsylvania 

711.4 

823.5 

86 

Rhode  Island 

2.7 

(D) 

(D) 

Vermont 

145.1 

(D) 

(E» 

West  Virginia 

366.3 

All  states 

5,737.7 

6,070.7 

95 

(D)  Withheld  to  avoid  disclosing  data  for  individual  mills. 
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Kingsley,  Neal  F. 

1968.    Pulpwood  Production  in  the  Northeast —  1966.  NE. 

Forest  Exp.  Sta.,  Upper  Darby,  Pa. 

33  pp.,  illus.  (U.  S.  Forest  Serv.  Resource  Bull.  NE-11) 

A  report  on  the  fourth  annual  canvass  of  pulpwood  production  in  the 
14  Northeastern  States,  containing  data  on  round  pulpwood,  pulp- 
wood chips,  and  wood-industry  residue  production;  and  on  receipts  in 
region,  by  state.  Round  pulpwood  production  is  reported  by  states, 
counties,  and  species  groups;  pulpwood  chips  and  residues  are  re- 
ported by  states  for  softwoods  and  hardwoods.  Comparisons  are  made 
with  the  previous  year's  production  and  the  trend  in  pulpwood  pro- 
duction in  the  Northeast  for  the  past  4  years  is  shown  graphically. 
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THE  FOREST  SERVICE  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  dedicated  to  the  principle  of  multiple  use 
management  of  the  Nation's  forest  resources  for  sustained 
yields  of  wood,  water,  foliage,  wildlife,  and  recreation. 
Through  forestry  research,  cooperation  with  the  States  and 
private  forest  owners,  and  management  of  the  National 
Forests  and  National  Grasslands,  it  strives  —  as  directed 
by  Congress  —  to  provide  increasingly  greater  service  to 
a  growing  Nation. 


